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The production of Kiso-Shikki as a local industry started around 1670.
The availability of sufficient wood supplies such as Kiso Hinoki ( a kind cypress ), a warm
humid climate suitable for working with URUSHI, and the growth of the craft culture along
Nakasendo Route, contributed to the prominence of Kiso-Shikki in the middle of Edo period.
Kiso-Hirasawa was well known as the mam production district of Kiso-Shikki.

In 1949, Kiso-Hirasawa was designated as staple production area for URUSHI by the Japan government. In 1974,

a law was established to promote Japan's traditional craft industry. Based on this law, three techniques for URUSHI work, “ KISO-SHUNKEI “,
“KISO-TSUISHU “, and “ NURIWAKE-ROIRO " were officially recognized as traditional craft in 1975. In order to preserve traditional Japanese URUSHI tech-
nigues and transmit them to the subsequent generations, the Academy of the Kiso-Shikki was established in1976.

In Kiso-Hirasawa the central area for production of Kiso-Shikki, many URUSHI shops stand in rows facing the Nakasendo Route, The people and govern-
ment of Hirasawa have worked together to maintain the traditional qualities and their town. Thanks to their efforts, the Ministry of Education, Culture and
Science designated Hirasawa as a special site for the preservation of valuable traditional building in 2006.

Shiojiri-Kiso Area Industrial Promotion Center www.kiso.or.jp
ER - A S IS EEIRE > 2— 2272-7 Kiso-Hirasawa Shiojiri-shi Nagano, Japan tel:+81-264-34-3888 e-mail : info@kiso.or.jp
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